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2. Wider Caribbean Region (WCR)

Special Area under MARPOL Annex V
Regulation 5 is a sea area where for
recognized technical reasons in relation
to its oceanographical and ecological
condition and to the particular character
of its traffic, the adoption of special
mandatory methods for the prevention
of pollution of the sea by garbage is
required. In this Regulation, the Special
Areas are introduced as:
- The Mediterranean Sea area
- The Baltic Sea area
- The Black Sea area
- The Red Sea area
- The 'Gulfs area'
- The North Sea area
- And the Wider Caribbean Region,
including the Gulf of Mexico and
the Caribbean sea
Generally disposal of garbage into this
special area is prohibited unless proper
precautions are taken.

2.1 Definition

In accordance with MARPOL Annex V
Reg. 5:
The Wider Caribbean Region, as
defined in article 2, paragraph 1 of
Convention for the Protection and
Development
of
the
Marine
Environment of the Wider Caribbean
Region (Cartagena de Indias,1983),
means the Gulf of Mexico and
Caribbean Sea proper including the
bays and seas therein and that portion of
the Atlantic Ocean within the boundary
constituted by the 30°N parallel from
Florida eastward to 77°30´W meridian,
thence a rhumb line to the intersection
of 20°N parallel and 59°W meridian,
thence a rhumb line to the intersection
of 7°20´N parallel and 50°W meridian
thence
a
rhumb
line
drawn
southwesterly to the eastern boundary
French Guiana. (Figure. 1)

Figure 1. Wider Caribbean Region (WCR)
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2.2 Requirements

The WCR was designated as a Special
Area under MARPOL Annex V in 1991
but the discharge requirements did not
take effect immediately as adequate port
reception facilities were not available in
all ports within the WCR region.
Most of the States bordering the WCR
Special Area have given notice that they
now have adequate reception facilities
in the relevant ports and accordingly,
the entry into force requirements for the
WCR as a Special Area have been
fulfilled and the resolution came into
force on May 1, 2011.
Vessels operating within the Wider
Caribbean Region (WCR) are now
prohibited from discharging any
garbage into the sea, except food wastes
which may be discharged if the vessel is
at least 12 nautical miles from the
nearest land (or further if practicable)
and comminuted or ground food wastes
that are capable of passing through a
screen with openings no greater than 25
mm may be discharged if the vessel is
at least 3 nautical miles from the nearest
land (or further if possible).

3. Ship owner's considerations
3.1 An adequate entry of Garbage Record

Book to be made when ships operate
in Special Area of the Wider
Caribbean Region.
3.2 The information regarding reception

facilities in Wider Caribbean Region
shall be consulted with local agent,
any receipts from reception facilities
shall be attached to the Garbage
Record Book.
3.3 The garbage discharges requirement

in Special Area designated on
MARPOL Annex V shall be observed.
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4. Notes to Surveyors
4.1 Surveyors shall be aware of the

requirements for this region as they
were introduced in 2nd section of this
Circular.
4.2 At the time of relevant surveys and

audits, surveyors shall confirm the
adequate entries of Garbage Record
Book for discharge or disposal of
garbage in special area. In addition,
Placard and Garbage Management
Plan to be confirmed. (The entries
regarding garbage discharges in
Special Area or disposal to the
reception facilities and receipts)
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