BIMCO

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) - QUICK GUIDANCE

Overview

BIMCO is providing members, quick and practical guidance on how to handle the COVID-19 outbreak.

CREW SUPPORT  HEALTH AND MEDICAL  CORONAVIRUS - COVID-19 ~ RESTRICTIONS AND SANCTIONS ~ PORTS

The World Health Organization (WHO) is the leading organisation providing information and guidance including recommendations
on how best to minimise the risks of contracting this disease. On 11 March, WHO declared the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
as a pandemic.

In light of this declaration, BIMCO is providing members, with some quick and general advice to remind members, their ships and
crew on how they can bolster their disease preventive measures. The best preventive measure is to approach this outbreak with a
sense of awareness:

Individuals

» Wash hands frequently and apply other measures of good and strict personal hand hygiene when hand washing is not an option
» Be careful when handling cash, as it frequently changes hands
» Maintain a safe social distance - WHO recommends at least 1 metre

» Follow general WHO guidance

Ships
» Implement frequent disinfection cleaning processes of contact surfaces, e.g.:

» Door frames and handles

» Keyboards for instrument and equipment interfaces
» Handrails including gangways

» Ladders

» Staircases

» Implement frequent health checks of crew by medical officer on board (temperature reading and general condition of crew)

» Implement procedures for isolation of infected or suspected individuals onboard.


https://www.bimco.org/
https://www.bimco.org/search-result?term=Crew%20support
https://www.bimco.org/search-result?term=Health%20and%20medical
https://www.bimco.org/search-result?term=Coronavirus%20-%20COVID-19
https://www.bimco.org/search-result?term=Restrictions%20and%20sanctions
https://www.bimco.org/search-result?term=Ports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public

Ship-Port Interface

» Implement procedures for communication with the following in cases of health issues onboard, in port and/or at sea:

1. DPA (designated person ashore)/Company
2. Agent
3. Local Heath Authorities

4. Radio Medical Assistance

Offices and office buildings

» Implement procedures for social distancing and clean surfaces

» Implement frequent disinfection cleaning processes of contact surfaces, e.g.:

» Door frames and handles
» Keyboards for instrument and equipment interfaces
» Ladders

» Venting machines

In order to assist members on how the above can be administered in a practical way, BIMCO is providing the shipping industry
with free posters in colours and black-and-white to be printed and used onboard ships or at offices and office buildings:

We all have a shared responsibility in containing the outbreak to the best of our intentions and BIMCO encourages our members
to share these posters throughout the industry.

There is no doubt that this outbreak has impacted the shipping industry to a large extent; not to mention commercially with
disrupted supply chains and the associated effects on supply and demand. In response to the outbreak spreading from mainland
Chinese port states, port authorities have imposed restrictions with varying degrees of impact. The most commonly used
restrictions are:

» Declaration on health

» Temperature measurements

» Information on sick or deceased crew or passengers
» Information on previous port calls

» Information on crew's or passengers’ travel history

The consequences depend very much on the port state. It ranges from quarantine of individual crew members or passengers to
quarantine of the ship until the expected incubation period of 14 days has passed. Based on reports and circulars received by
BIMCO, there is an increase in imposing quarantine restrictions and prohibiting of shore leave and crew changes.

To get the latest update of which restrictive measures are imposed, BIMCO would urge members to go to our designated
restrictions page for guidance.

Overview of all BIMCO-corona related information


https://www.bimco.org/about-us-and-our-members/publications/covid-19-posters-for-ships
https://www.bimco.org/about-us-and-our-members/publications/covid-19-guidelines-for-office-workspaces
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/novel-coronavirus---implementation-measures
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning

Feedback or a question about this information?

Contact Ai Cheng Foo-Nielsen
(+45) 4436 6856

marinfo@bimco.org

CONTACT ONLINE

BACK TO: CORONAVIRUS (COVID-

19) - IMPLEMENTATION NEXT: TEXTBOOK OF MARITIME
MEASURES FOR SEA TRANSPORT MEDICINE

By Ai Cheng Foo-Nielsen
in Copenhagen, DK

Posted: 12 March 2020
Updated: 18 March 2020

LATEST RELATED NEWS

Coronavirus (COVID-19) - implementation measures for sea transport

28 January 2020 | Updated 27 March 2020

Infectious or contagious diseases

20 November 2017 | Updated 27 March 2020

COVID-19 restrictions are updated
27 March 2020

Coronavirus (COVID-19) - crew challenges

13 March 2020 | Updated 26 March 2020

COVID-19; Implications on statutory ship certificates, surveys, inspections and audits

16 March 2020 | Updated 26 March 2020


tel:(+45)%204436%206856
mailto:marinfo@bimco.org
javascript:ShowContactWidget()
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/novel-coronavirus---implementation-measures
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/textbook-of-maritime-medicine
mailto:marinfo@bimco.org
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/novel-coronavirus---implementation-measures
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/infectious-or-contagious-diseases
https://www.bimco.org/news/ports/20200327-covid-19-restrictions-are-updated
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/crew-support/health-and-medical-support/novel-coronavirus---crew-challenges
https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-planning/safety/ships-inspections-and-port-state-control/covid-19-implications

RELATED EVENT

The roaring twenties - tackling the four D’s: Disruption, Digitalization, decarbonization & a new decade

ﬁ 30 March, 2020

BIMCO's Peter Sand will present on 31 March 2020 at 8:10-8:30am Eastern Time his insight at Capital Link’s digital
conference focusing...

RELATED PUBLICATION
COVID-19 posters for ships


https://www.bimco.org/news-and-trends
https://www.bimco.org/events/20200330-capital-links-digital-conference
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GENERAL ONBOARD ADVICE

® Make reqular measurements of body tem perature
for persennel ard keep o lag - port restrictians
can come with little to no notice.

® Have all crew equipped with partable hand
sanitizsrs - hand w aching may nat alaays be possible.

CLEANING and DISINFECTION

Make sure to clean surfaces regularly:

® athletic equipment

® Buttons o wending machines snd elevators -
® door knabs and handles

® handrails

# heating, ventilation and air canditioning

.

® =quipment and tools
® switches

® ibles

® any ather surfaces that peaple touch regularly.

PERSONAL

8 Clean your hands frequently - especially:
~+ before handling food
= before eating ﬂ
—+ after using tissues
Z after handling cazh.
® Cough ar snesze ints your elbow - NOT yaur hands.
—+ Dispose tissues immediately after use, é%.
® Keep 8 snfie socinl distancs - mare than twa metre:.
® Don'tshake hands.
& Dot touch surfaces with fingertips or the front of your hand.
& Awoid handrails tn a safe extent. .
& Dot share tobleware.

BIMCO-made posters to protect seafarers and visitors onboard ships against Coronavirus (COVID-19). Black-and-white
posters that can be easily printed and use...

ELSEWHERE ON BIMCO

Chartering Help & Advice

This section contains a comprehensive source of information and guidance on chartering related matters. You will find
invaluable information on many aspects of chartering distilled from our many years’ experience on advising members.

Bills of lading advice

Time charter advice

Voyage charter advice

Booking notes

General average


https://www.bimco.org/about-us-and-our-members/publications/covid-19-posters-for-ships
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/bills-of-lading-advice
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/time-charter-advice
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/voyage-charter-advice
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/booking-notes-and-waybills
https://www.bimco.org/contracts-and-clauses/chartering-help-and-advice/general-average

Learn about your cargo

For general guidance and information on cargo-related queries.

Search cargo databases

e.g. Petroleum

More about cargo

BIMCO Publications

Want to buy or download a BIMCO publication? Use the link to get access to the ballast water management guide, the ship
master’s security manual and many other publications.

View all


https://www.bimco.org/cargo
https://www.bimco.org/about-us-and-our-members/publications

