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Circular Letter No.3716
24 March 2017

To: All IMO Members
Intergovernmental Organizations
Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status

Subject: Launch of the online version of the GESAMP-BWWG Database of
chemicals most commonly associated with treated ballast water

1 In accordance with regulation D-3 of the Ballast Water Management Convention,
ballast water management systems (BWMS) that make use of Active Substances are
approved by the Organization based on the Procedure for approval of ballast water
management systems that make use of Active Substances (G9) (resolution MEPC.169(57)).
The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) takes the decisions on granting approval
based on the recommendations by the GESAMP -Ballast Water Working Group (the Group).

2 Appendix 6 of the Methodology for information gathering and conduct of work of the
GESAMP-BWWG (BWM.2/Circ.13/Rev.3, as may be revised) contains a Database of
chemicals most commonly associated with treated ballast water (the Database). It was created
in order to provide a consistent basis for the risk assessment of all proposals for Basic and
Final Approval of BWMS submitted to the MEPC.

3 An online version of the Database has been created by the Secretariat in order to
facilitate the preparation and evaluation process for applicants, Administrations, as well as
the Group. MEPC 70 encouraged applicants and Administrations to use the online version of
the Database as soon as it had been completed and made available in the Global Integrated
shipping Information System (GISIS, htips:/gisis.imo.org/f).

4 The Secretariat has finalized the development of the online version of the Database,
which is now accessible to all users as a new GISIS module. BWMS manufacturers
and Administrations are invited to use this version of the Database when preparing applications
for approval of BWMS that make use of Active Substances.

5 Any comments, remarks, suggestions for improvement, indications of missing data
and additional information on the chemicals in the Database that may become available in
scientific literature are welcome In order to improve the quality of the data contained in it.
Proposed changes to the Database should be submitted to the Secretariat. Only after
agreement by the Group, and inclusion in the Database, should such new data be used in any
future submission for Basic or Final Approval.

GESAMP stands for "IMO/FAGC/UNESCO-IOC/MWMGO/IAEA/UN/UNDP/UNEP/UNIDO Joint Group of Experts
on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection”.
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